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Overview & 
Methodology

Brands seek to gain a deeper understanding of COVID-19's 
impact on foot traffic to restaurants & bars in major cities, 
including New York City, Los Angeles, Miami & San Francisco. 

Foursquare analyzed consumer behavior based on foot traffic 
data from millions of Americans that make up our always-on 
panel. All data is anonymized, aggregated and normalized 
against U.S. Census data to remove any age, gender and 
geographical bias. 

For this analysis, we’ve examined foot traffic trends in NYC. 
To account for fluctuations by day of the week, Foursquare 
used rolling 7-day averages. In order to isolate the impact of 
COVID-19, Foursquare focused on data starting July 1 2021 
through August 28 2021.



3

Chart illustrates indexed foot traffic to various categories in NYC, where visits on July 1, 2021 is 100. 
We’ve used rolling 7 day averages to account for fluctuations by day of the week. 

Foot traffic to bars & restaurants in New York City declined 
following the vaccination mandate that took effect in mid August
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As of August 17th, NYC implemented a city-wide mandate 
requiring all patrons to provide proof of vaccination upon 

entry to bars, restaurants, gyms and indoor performance venues. 
Restaurants and bars in NYC saw a dramatic decline in traffic 
shortly after the mandate took effect. In fact visits to bars 
in NYC were down -13% as of August 28 (compared to July 1)
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Chart illustrates indexed foot traffic to various categories in SF, where visits on July 1, 2021 is 100. 
We’ve used rolling 7 day averages to account for fluctuations by day of the week. 

In San Francisco, foot traffic to bars picked up even more following the 
vaccination mandate, while visits to restaurants & coffee shops declined
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San Francisco's health order requirement for proof of full 
vaccination for patrons of indoor public settings, (including bars, 

restaurants, clubs and gyms) went into effect on August 20. SF 
restaurants and coffee shops saw a decline in foot traffic following 
the mandate (down -14%), while traffic to bars continued to pick up 

more notably after August 20 (still up +4% as of August 28)
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Chart illustrates indexed foot traffic to various categories in LA, where visits on July 1, 2021 is 100. 
We’ve used rolling 7 day averages to account for fluctuations by day of the week.

Restaurants in Los Angeles were less impacted by reinstated 
mask mandates, while visits to bars declined slightly
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Foot traffic to bars in Los Angeles County declined 
slightly after the indoor mask mandate was reinstated 

in mid July (though bar traffic still remained slightly 
elevated throughout most of July & August)

Visits to restaurants in Los Angeles 
have remained fairly stable throughout 
the summer, regardless of mask mandates
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Chart illustrates indexed foot traffic to various categories in Miami, where visits on July 1, 2021 is 100. 
We’ve used rolling 7 day averages to account for fluctuations by day of the week. 
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As of July 28, Miami-Dade County reinstated an indoor 
mask mandate for all patrons regardless of vaccination 
status. Foot traffic to restaurants and bars declined 
notably shortly after the mandate took effect, with 

visits to bars still down -17% in Miami as of August 28

Foot traffic to bars & restaurants in Miami has continued to decline 
since the reinstated indoor mask mandate that took effect in late July
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Chart illustrates indexed foot traffic to restaurants by DMA, where visits on July 1, 2021 is 100. 
We’ve used rolling 7 day averages to account for fluctuations by day of the week. 
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Foot traffic to restaurants in New York City has declined most notably amongst 
major cities with reinstated mask and/or vaccination mandates now in effect

Restaurants in NYC saw a dramatic decline in traffic shortly after 
the mandate took effect on August 17. In fact visits to bars in NYC 

were still down -13% as of August 28 (compared to July 1)

Foot traffic to restaurants in San Francisco and Los 
Angeles has remained fairly stable in recent months 

despite mask and/or vaccination requirements now in place
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